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successful. Acting on interior lines against two hostile Corps
on exterior lines, General Maude succeeded in bringing the
enemy to battle time and time again, in inflicting upon him
heavy losses, in driving back in diverging directions the two
parts of his force, and in securely establishing his own
advanced positions on the general line of the Adhaim—
Samarra—Faluja. Fighting was severe; the heat was in-
tense ; dust-storms were frequent. At the end of the opera-
tions, General Maude, his enemy beaten, demoralised, and
driven back almost out of his reach, called a halt and devoted
himself to the consolidation of Ms gains, the development of
local resources, and the creation of an effective political
administration, while his weary troops got what rest they
could.
At this time, there were many indications that the enemy
intended to regain Baghdad. With Eussia virtually out of
the war, it seemed as if Turkey could concentrate upon a
big offensive in Mesopotamia, and it was reported that plans
were being made for the formation of a new army—the
" Yilderim " Army—for an autumn campaign. It was diffi-
cult to arrive at an accurate estimate of Turkish manpower
or of the magnitude of the effort Turkey could make, but at
the War Office the' Intelligence Staff opined that the enemy
might at best, be able to concentrate sixteen divisions in
Mesopotamia by the middle of October. Of these, it was
thought the greater part would be directed upon Baghdad,
the remainder being intended for the Persian front, where
quite early in May the Russians had once more retired, having
relinquished all hope of taking an effective part in future
operations.
Nevertheless, General Maude was confident of his ability
to deal with any counter offensive his enemy could bring
against him. He was getting extra troops for the defence
of his lines of communication; extra machine-gun companies;
his strength was seventy-four thousand rifles and sabres and
two hundred and ninety guns; administratively his situation
was sound, and the enemy, in order to attack him had a long
and difficult advance to achieve and maintain.
In the summer of 1917, after many vicissitudes, the British
Force in Mesopotamia had won for itself a position which
seemed reasonably secure in spite of the fact that in the
failure of Kussia Great Britian had lost the assistance on
which she had recently counted in framing her war policy
in the Middle East,
The position was secure—but at what a cost I

